KENT

HOSPITAL

Colleagues at Kent Hospital,
We are happy to announce the ability to use COVID antigen testing for patients in the
Emergency Department and inpatient units effective April 1, 2024. This test is restricted to use
for certain patients including:

e Patients with confirmed COVID in last 90 days that are newly symptomatic and have a

COVID positive PCR
e “Other Reason”- Requires approval from Infectious Disease Doctor

Of note, this test is time sensitive. The specimen must be sent to lab within 30 minutes of
collection. As a result, we are unable to offer this test in ambulatory sites at this time.
This is a dry swab, which is different from the PCR swab currently used.

Please see the attached memo and testing algorithm for more information and share with
staff.

As always, don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Your ID, Lab, and IP Leaders

Erica Hardy, MD, MMS Amy Arruda, MLS(ASCP)™ Kathleen O’Connell
MSN, RN, CIC
Director, Division of ID CNE System Lab Manager Director

Infection Prevention

455 Toll Gate Road .
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Newly Symptomatic Patient

Order RSV/Flu/COVID PCR Test

(Wet Swab)

Is the COVID PCR Result Positive?

No

|

Was patient COVID positive in last
90 days?

!

Consider this an active
infection and treat
patient based on
clinical situation.

Order COVID Antigen
to evaluate for new
infection. (DRY SWAB)

l

COVID unlikely. Patient to remain on
isolation based on symptoms. Based on
clinical judgement, could consider repeat
test in 48 hours if no other cause of

symptoms identified.

Is the COVID
antigen positive?

/

Aﬂtlgen Specimen must be ."1

collected, labeled with date and
time, and sent to lab within 30
minutes. Specimens will be cancelled
if there is a delay, or lack of time &
date on swab container.

*Antigen and PCR collection kits are
different. Antigen is dry swab; PCR is
wet swab.

*Asymptomatic patients needing

Qtlgen testing require |D/IP approval a)
_..-v"/

Presumptive negative®:

Continue COVID isolation precautions
Explore other etiologies for symptoms
Repeat COVID antigen test in 48 hours
(Follow instructions above for antigen

results)

Consider this an active
infection and treat
patient based on
clinical situation.

*Presumptive negative: COVID antigen has low sensitivity. Therefore, negative results should be treated as
presumptive or preliminary results. Presumptive negative does not rule out infection, nor should it be the sole basis
for treatment or management of patient.
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